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Sixth Sunday in Lent   April 1, 2020  

Meditation: 
"We look forward to the time when the Power of Love will 
replace the Love of Power. Then will our world know the 
blessings of peace."       ~William E. Gladstone, 19th century 
 
Lent began in the wilderness; it concludes in Jerusalem. 
We now come near to the end of one story. Another will soon  
begin. We have followed Jesus this far; today we remember 
how he faced betrayal, falseness, rejection, and torment. And 
we witness, once more, that he taught and walked in love 
through every step of the journey. 

Let Us Pray… 
Compassionate God, the wind of your Spirit is the very sign 
of life for all who long for you. One breath from you and we 
are rescued from the arid valley of dry bones, given muscles 
and sinews and joy with which to praise you, and filled with 
the holy hope you grant to all your faithful children. Let our 
whole lives be filled with the life-breath of the Spirit, that 
what has lain dormant may burst into bloom, and what looks 
to us to be death may be revealed as but sleep before the 
emergence of new life. Amen. 

Psalm 118:19-29 
Open for me the gates of the righteous; I will enter and give 
thanks to the LORD. This is the gate of the LORD, through 
which the righteous may enter. I will give you thanks, for you 
answered me; you have become my salvation. The stone the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the LORD has 
done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. The LORD has done 
it this very day; let us rejoice today and be glad. LORD, save 
us!  LORD, grant us success! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the LORD.     From the house of the LORD we bless 
you. The LORD is God, and he has made his light shine on us. 
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the 
horns of the altar. You are my God, and I will praise you; you 



 

are my God, and I will exalt you. Give thanks to the LORD, for 
he is good; his love endures forever. 

The Old Testament Lesson:   Isaiah 50:4-9 
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I 
may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by 
morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those who 
are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those 
who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 
beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The 
Lord GOD helps me; therefore, I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall 
not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will 
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 
adversaries?  Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who 
helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear 
out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 

The Epistle Lesson:    Philippians 2:5-11 
 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

The 1st Gospel Lesson:    Matthew 21:1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethpage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to 



 

you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately. This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of 
Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted 
on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on 
them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd[b] spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of 
him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 
asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

The 2nd Gospel Lesson:     Matthew 26:14-27:66 
Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went 
to the chief priests and said, what will you give me if I betray 
him to you? They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from 
that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray 
him. 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, where do you want us to make the 
preparations for you to eat the Passover? He said, go into the 
city to a certain man, and say to him, 'The Teacher says, My 
time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my 
disciples.' So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, 
and they prepared the Passover meal. 

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and 
while they were eating, he said, "Truly I tell you, one of you 
will betray me." And they became greatly distressed and 
began to say to him one after another, "Surely not I, Lord?" 
He answered, "The one who has dipped his hand into the 
bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23833b


 

written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man 
is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to 
have been born." Judas, who betrayed him, said, "Surely not 
I, Rabbi?" He replied, "You have said so." 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after 
blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, 
eat; this is my body." Then he took a cup, and after giving 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 
for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again 
drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father's kingdom." When they had sung 
the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Then Jesus said to them, "You will all become deserters 
because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' "But 
after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee." Peter 
said to him, "Though all become deserters because of you, I 
will never desert you." Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell you, 
this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three 
times." Peter said to him, "Even though I must die with you, I 
will not deny you." And so, said all the disciples. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; 
and he said to his disciples, "Sit here while I go over there 
and pray." He took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said 
to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, 
and stay awake with me." And going a little farther, he threw 
himself on the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but 
what you want." Then he came to the disciples and found 
them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, could you not stay 
awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may 
not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak." Again, he went away for the second time 



 

and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, 
your will be done." Again, he came and found them sleeping, 
for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again, he went 
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 
Then he came to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and 
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, 
let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand." 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; 
with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the 
chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer 
had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the 
man; arrest him." At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
"Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him. Jesus said to him, 
"Friend, do what you are here to do." Then they came and 
laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those 
with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the 
slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to 
him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the 
sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot 
appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than 
twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures 
be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?" At that 
hour Jesus said to the crowds, "Have you come out with 
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? 
Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not 
arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures 
of the prophets may be fulfilled." Then all the disciples 
deserted him and fled. 

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high 
priest, in whose house the scribes and the elders had 
gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as 
the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with 
the guards in order to see how this would end. Now the chief 
priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony 
against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they 



 

found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At 
last two came forward and said, "This fellow said, 'I am able 
to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.'" 
The high priest stood up and said, "Have you no answer? 
What is it that they testify against you?" But Jesus was silent. 
Then the high priest said to him, "I put you under oath 
before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son 
of God." Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, 
From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven." 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has 
blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now 
heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?" They answered, 
"He deserves death." Then they spat in his face and struck 
him; and some slapped him, saying, "Prophesy to us, you 
Messiah! Who is it that struck you?" 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl 
came to him and said, "You also were with Jesus the 
Galilean." But he denied it before all of them, saying, "I do 
not know what you are talking about." When he went out to 
the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the 
bystanders, "This man was with Jesus of Nazareth." Again he 
denied it with an oath, "I do not know the man." After a little 
while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Certainly 
you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you." Then 
he began to curse, and he swore an oath, "I do not know the 
man!" At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter 
remembered what Jesus had said: "Before the cock crows, 
you will deny me three times." And he went out and wept 
bitterly. 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of 
the people conferred together against Jesus in order to bring 
about his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate the governor. 



 

When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, 
he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and the elders. He said, "I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood." But they said, "What is that to us? 
See to it yourself." Throwing down the pieces of silver in the 
temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. But 
the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, "It is not 
lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood 
money." After conferring together, they used them to buy the 
potter's field as a place to bury foreigners. For this reason, 
that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then 
was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price 
of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of 
the people of Israel had set a price, and they gave them for 
the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me." 

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor 
asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus said, "You 
say so." But when he was accused by the chief priests and 
elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, "Do you 
not hear how many accusations they make against you?" But 
he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that 
the governor was greatly amazed. 
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a 
prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that 
time, they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 
So, after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, "Whom do 
you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who 
is called the Messiah?" For he realized that it was out of 
jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting 
on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, "Have 
nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have 
suffered a great deal because of a dream about him." Now 
the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask 
for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again 
said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release 



 

for you?" And they said, "Barabbas." Pilate said to them, 
"Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?" All of them said, "Let him be crucified!" Then he 
asked, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all 
the more, "Let him be crucified!" 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that 
a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his 
hands before the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this man's 
blood; see to it yourselves." Then the people as a whole 
answered, "His blood be on us and on our children!" So he 
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 
handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
governor's headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort 
around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on 
his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before 
him and mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" They 
spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 
After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named 
Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. And when 
they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of 
a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but 
when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had 
crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 
casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over 
him. Over his head they put the charge against him, which 
read, "This is Jesus, the King of the Jews." 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right 
and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, 
shaking their heads and saying, "You who would destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are 
the Son of God, come down from the cross." In the same 



 

way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, 
were mocking him, saying, "He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the 
cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let 
God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, 'I am God's 
Son.'" The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted 
him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon. And about three o'clock Jesus cried with a 
loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?" When some of the 
bystanders heard it, they said, "This man is calling for Elijah." 
At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour 
wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the 
others said, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 
him." Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed 
his last. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks 
were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of 
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his 
resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy 
city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and 
those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 
"Truly this man was God's Son!" 

Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; 
they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for 
him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee. 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, 
named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it 
to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it 
in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which 



 

he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the 
door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, Sir, 
we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, 
'After three days I will rise again.' Therefore command that 
the tomb be made secure until the third day; otherwise his 
disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, 'He 
has been raised from the dead,' and the last deception would 
be worse than the first." Pilate said to them, "You have a 
guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can." So they 
went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing 
the stone. 

Reflection by Kate Matthews*     UCC Weekly Seeds** 

The passion story isn't just a long one, so rich, so full of both 
trouble and beauty that we hardly know where to begin. It's 
also very old, going all the way back to Paul and developing 
during that first century as the Gospel writers filled out the 
narrative with both theology and details. Perhaps the most 
important theology is "in the details." 

From the very beginning of his Gospel, Matthew has sounded 
the theme of fulfillment, and he isn't finished yet, according 
to John Pilch. As he nears the end of his story, Matthew 
continues to recall traditions that are being fulfilled, but he's 
also remembering the blood that was spilled at its very 
beginning, when the powers-that-be (Herod and the Empire 
that propped him up) killed innocent babies because they 
feared just one little newborn child. 

A Gospel with blood spattered on it… 
Frederick Niedner provided an exquisite reflection on this 
long text in the March 11, 2008 issue of the Christian 
Century: "Matthew's Gospel has blood spattered all over 
it....the Immanuel child who escaped Herod falls victim to a 
new cadre of frightened leaders." 



 

Frightened leaders use fear to control the people, drawing 
"just enough blood," Niedner says, "to keep everyone afraid." 
Like so many people before and after him, Jesus dies at the 
hands of power: "This time, however, the bloodshed changes 
everything." 

The place and the time… 
The place is Jerusalem, and the time is Passover, when the 
Jewish people, Jesus' own people, would remember and 
celebrate God's deliverance of them from slavery in Egypt. 
The irony, Melinda Quivik writes, is that "the popular and 
dangerous rabbi who preaches freedom will be killed when 
the people come together to Jerusalem to celebrate their 
freedom from slavery in Egypt." 

And so Jesus is brought before power, standing in front of 
Caiaphas the high priest and Pilate the governor 
(representing the Empire). But that rabbi who spoke at great 
length to his disciples and the crowds (check out Chapter 25: 
all of it, the words of Jesus) now has very little to say before 
the high and the mighty. 

Quivik says that this quiet Jesus "who has had so many 
words through so many stories suddenly seems to act 
according to the notion that one picture really is worth a 
thousand words." 

Obsession and over-reaction… 
We might find the obsession of the "local" religious 
authorities easier to understand than the over-reaction of the 
mighty Roman Empire to one small-town preacher in a far-
flung province. But Jesus represents something more 
powerful than a thousand legions, and that is hope. Even the 
mightiest of empires could not extinguish the kind of hope 
Jesus represented. 

Richard Swanson writes, "Empire is not seeking simply to 
crucify one man, whether gentle or troublesome. Rome is 
seeking to demonstrate that, though it may take a lifetime, it 
will catch and kill anyone who stirs Jewish hope. In Matthew's 



 

story, Rome finishes Herod's hunt…." When we say that 
Jesus "died" for us, we miss the full impact of saying that he 
didn't just die; he was executed. 

We can see God's love for us… 
Marcus Borg points out the uniqueness of Christianity, 
"whose founder was executed by established authority." And 
why was he executed? Borg responds with several 
interpretations, each one insightful: he sees Jesus' death "as 
a consequence of what he was doing, but not his purpose. 
Jesus courageously kept doing what he was doing even 
though he knew it could have fatal consequences." 

The "no" of the authorities is answered by God's "yes," Borg 
claims, and the domination system (even bigger than just 
one Roman governor or one religious institution) "disclosed 
its moral bankruptcy and ultimate defeat." 

Dying to one way of being… 
Digging even deeper, Borg sees Jesus' death and resurrection 
as the path for Christians: "dying to an old way of being and 
being raised to a new way of being." And we can all see in 
the death of Jesus, the beloved Son, "the depth of God's love 
for us." 

Finally, the sacrificial understanding, Borg says, has been 
misinterpreted by Christians as it's been used most often to 
interpret the death of Jesus. The earliest Christians would 
have understood that in laying down his own life Jesus 
denied "the temple's claim to have a monopoly on 
forgiveness and access to God....God in Jesus has already 
provided the sacrifice and has thus taken care of whatever 
you think separates you from God." The death of Jesus, then, 
is "a metaphor of radical grace." 

God comes to find us where we are… 
This is the same note struck by Barbara Brown Taylor in her 
sermon on this passage, when she agrees with Niedner that 
everything was changed by this death, and with Borg that 
God's love is revealed in it: afterward, "the world was a 



 

different place, and the world knew it. The earth shook. 
Rocks split. Tombs groaned and fell open to the light...God 
[became] flesh and blood in order to bring divine love to 
life...." 

In giving us Jesus, Taylor writes, God is saying, "You don't 
have to come to me where I am anymore. I will come all the 
way to you where you are, through this beloved child.'" 

Doesn't this sound like the stories of Jesus, who spoke of a 
widow pulling her home apart to find a lost coin, or a 
shepherd going in search of a lost sheep? God comes to find 
us where we are. 

Betrayal at the center of the story… 
There are so many images and themes in this reading that a 
preacher hardly knows where to begin. Perhaps it might be 
fruitful to focus our attention on the betrayal at the center of 
the story. 

Many commentators write with deep feeling not just about 
Judas but also about the disciples who promised loyalty and 
then failed Jesus: "Then all the disciples deserted him and 
fled" (26:56b). Not just some disciples, but all the disciples 
ran away. They surely didn't want to be cowards, and yet 
they were free to stay with Jesus or to go, just as we are free 
to choose our path today. 

The human condition… 
Thomas Long sees this failure as part of the human 
condition. Peter's promise illustrates human freedom to 
choose faithfulness (or not), but when Jesus responds, 
"'Truly, you will break this very night,' he speaks the sad 
truth of the way it goes in human life." 

Long puts Peter in a line with so many others, all the way 
back to Adam, who will, "when the chips are down, choose 
another way." The disciples don't intend evil, but they are 
weak, and Jesus is no less abandoned; in his hour of need, 
the disciples "prefer the sleep of avoidance. Jesus is alert to 



 

God's will; Peter, James, and John slumber through his time 
of anguish." 

Isn't it interesting that Peter, James, and John, who went up 
to the mountaintop and witnessed the Transfiguration, were 
also the ones who fell asleep in the garden? 

A question of free will… 
We've been taught about free will, and these disciples 
certainly exercised theirs. Judas chose to remove himself 
from the community; he wasn't expelled from it. He was 
there, at that final dinner, sitting at the table with his mind 
elsewhere. 

As we read about that supper, we might wonder what was 
going through the hearts and minds of those gathered for 
this not-just-another-Passover meal. Jesus knew that these 
friends of his, the innermost of his inner circle, would turn 
him in or at least abandon him in his hour of need. And yet, 
Barbara Brown Taylor says, Jesus "is forgiving them ahead of 
time." 

Life, in the long run… 
Indeed, even in the face of their impending desertion and 
weakness, Jesus offers them life in the long run, and the 
promise of God's love and presence with them always. 
Niedner writes of Jesus' compassion and care for his 
followers (and perhaps his sorrow as well) as he shares one 
last meal, one last cup with them: "Drink this," Jesus 
promises, "and my lifeblood becomes yours. Tomorrow I die, 
but you go free. Wherever you go, I am with you." 
When we think about the betrayal and desertion of the 
disciples, don't we too easily go to the place of "relating" by 
remembering the times we've been betrayed or abandoned? 
That's the human thing to do. But Niedner offers a 
compelling and discomforting reflection, appropriate for this 
Lenten season of self-examination and repentance: "the 
disciples need forgiveness and reconciliation, not merely 
freedom," from this rabbi who preached freedom. 



 

And so do we, for we have all betrayed just as we have been 
betrayed. 

The betrayals we have perpetrated… 
We might ask, with Niedner: "What becomes of traitors, not 
only Judas but those in our congregations and communities, 
or the intimates who stab our families in the back?" But 
Niedner reflects on his own "large and small betrayals that 
have cost others, including those I love, their joy, their 
sanity, their ability to trust, even their lifeblood...." 

What better time than Holy Week, what better place than at 
the foot of the cross, to reflect on the betrayals and 
desertions we have perpetrated on others? And where do we 
find our hope? In the empty tomb and, Niedner writes, the 
"promise of the shepherding God who never pauses until 
every lost one is found…." 

Our own brokenness and need for forgiveness… 
Quivik offers an overview of this rich and complex passage, 
this old, old tradition in which "we readily see the 
circumstances of human life (the trouble we are in, the need 
we have for God's mercy, the 'law' that burdens us because 
we cannot fulfill it) and we also see the inexplicable beauty 
(the release we have been given through Jesus' silence and 
death, the desire of his friends to maintain fellowship with 
him, the desire of human beings to follow and to comfort, the 
'gospel' that gives freedom). The beauty is in the 
unfathomable and yet undeniable power of this entire story." 

In this time of anxiety and, for so many, great suffering and 
loss, how do you find hope in the re-telling of this ancient 
account of sorrow and death? Where do you find God's 
promise embedded in such a story? What is the bright light 
shining at the end of this long experience of isolation, 
struggle and uncertainty? 

Trouble, yes, and beauty, indeed. May this Holy Week, 
observed in our separation and from a distance, still bring us 
closer to one another and to God. 



 

Let us pray… 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who came in your name and turned the lonely way of 
rejection and death into triumph. Grant us the steadfast faith 
to enter the gates of righteousness, that we may receive 
grace to become worthy citizens of your holy realm. Amen. 

Benediction 
Passing from joy into sorrow and on to elation, we come to 
Christ this holy week. Today is only a part of the story. Jesus’ 
triumph leads to his death, his death to his resurrection. May 
the journey of this week lead you into the fullness of Christ’s 
love. Amen. 

DAILY READINGS FOR HOLY WEEK… 
Monday, April 6 Jesus enters the temple and clears 
out the signs of commerce. 
Read Matthew 21:12-17. Those in power are threatened by 
Jesus, but the common people continue to cry “Hosanna” or 
“save us!” What places in our own lives and world need 
cleansing or purifying? Who cries to Jesus for salvation 
today? 

Tuesday, April 7 Jesus tells wisdom stories to those 
gathered in Jerusalem. 
Read Matthew 22:34-40. In your prayer time today, ask 
Christ to open your eyes to the ways in which your love of 
God or neighbor is less than authentic or ways in which your 
lifestyle leads to the oppression of others. Pray for the 
strength and courage to change. 

Wednesday, April 8 Scripture says nothing about what 
Jesus did this day. It is sometimes known as “rest 
day” and some believe it was on this day that Judas 
betrayed Christ. 
Read Isaiah 53:1-12. Bring to your prayers today an urgent 
plea to God to open your eyes to the suffering of the world, 
and to be an agent of healing in those places of suffering. 



 

Thursday, April 9 Jesus celebrates Passover. 
Afterward, he is arrested and tried. 
Read Matthew 26:17–27. You hear these words when we 
celebrate communion together. Read them now and listen for 
what is new or challenging in this message. 

Friday, April 10 Good Friday. Jesus is crucified. 
Matthew 27:27-66. In his darkest hour, Jesus felt alone and 
abandoned. In your prayer today, speak directly to Jesus. 
Acknowledge and ask forgiveness for times you have turned 
from him or betrayed him. 

Saturday, April 11 Holy Saturday. Jesus lies in the 
tomb. Scripture says nothing about what Jesus did this day 
and there is no scripture reading for this day. In your prayer 
time, light a single candle, and meditate on the illumination 
cast by even one small flame. How has God been steadfast, 
even in times of seeming absence? 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers… 

Bryan Barbalace, Les Bowser Jr., Vivian Bowser, Richard 
Buck, Carleigh Cicere, Betty Cornes, Debbie Devan, Sandy 
Freund, Debbie Martin Gervais, Ann Golden, Linda Heath, 
Keith Langenfelder Jr., Judy Langenfelder, Scott Lein, Joyce 
Murphy, Gloria Nethkin, Sandy Reitze, John Shirey, Jean 
Shomper, Tori Smith, Becky Wheeler, Mary Wheeler, Nick 
White, service men & women, peace on earth. 

It is with deep sadness that we share the news that longtime 
Zion member, Richard Hess, passed into eternal life on 
Monday, March 30th. Please keep his family in your prayers. 
Cards may be sent to his wife, Janet, at 5134 Long Green 
Road – Glen Arm, MD 21057 

Shut-ins 
Elaine Baker, Howard Bethke, Betty Dillinger, Joan Edwards, 
Dot Ferandes, Dorothy Kuhn, Mary Murphy, Catherine Pardo, 
Annabelle Phillips, Doris Rathel, Henrietta Ritter, Dorothy 
Samek, Beatrice Sykes, John Volz, Audrey Wienecke, Kristi 
Woods, Ray & Hilda Zink   



 

Happy Birthday 
4/4: Judy Langenfelder    4/7: Paul Skuhr, Jr.  

4/9: Jeremy Wilcox   4/12: John Volz 

Weekly Offering Options 
You can make online donations to Zion UCC by visiting 
www.zionuccmd.com/giving. For assistance, please email 
giving@zionuccmd.com. If you wish to continue giving by 
check, just mail it to the church office. Although the office is 
closed, the mail is received and handled daily. If you give 
cash, simply hold your envelopes and bring them to church 
once regular operations resume. Thank you for your support!   

There is still time to make Easter Memorial Donations 
Please call the church office by April 5th and leave a message. 
Your call will be returned, and your information will be 
collected. You may also mail your request to the office if that 
is more convenient.   

A Message from Tim 
During this pandemic it is important that we do everything 
possible to stay in touch with each other. Yes, the monthly 
“Messenger” has been temporarily suspended but we are 
now mailing the “Weekly Bulletin”, as well as making it 
available electronically on Facebook, the Zion website and 
email. We will continue with mailings until we are able to 
resume regular operations but there may be situations where 
we may need to contact our members more expeditiously. 
If we do not have your current email address or telephone 
number, please email us at info@zionuccmd.com or leave a 
message at the church office. Thank you! 

The Congregational Care Committee has recently started 
calling our shut-in and senior members once a week. Plans 
are being made to expand the list of members that are being 
contacted.  A prayer chain is also being formed so that we 
can notify each other when a member or friend of Zion needs 
prayer. If you are interested in further details or wish to 
participate in either endeavor, please contact Jane Anderson.  

mailto:giving@zionuccmd.com
mailto:info@zionuccmd.com


   

Our Church Staff 
Ministers   All members of Zion UCC 

Tim Dalgo, Sr.  Council President  410-608-1670 (cell) 

                                                                   tadalgo@comcast.net 

Jane Anderson              Congregational Care      410-598-2110 (cell) 

                                                        janeanderson8@comcast.net 

Thad Paulhamus Music Director  443-610-7844 

Tom Hayman  Caretaker  410-686-9053  

Jen Pilarski  Sunday School Super. 410-303-7446 

Rev. C. Larry Fisher Pastor Emeritus                      

Administrative Office: 410-687-0980 
* Press 1 to leave voicemail message 

* Press 2 for Pastoral Services 
* Press 3 to contact Council President 

* Press 4 to contact Cemetery 
* Press 5 to contact Caretaker 

* Press 6 to contact Congregational Care 

Website: www.zionuccmd.com 

Facebook: Zion United Church of Christ         

 
7146 Golden Ring Rd   Essex, MD 21221 

 

Following the guidelines of federal, state, and local 
officials, all Zion UCC activities continue to be suspended 
until further notice. This includes all in-person worship 
services, choir rehearsals, meetings, community groups 
and other gatherings. The church office is also closed. 
However, the main phone line (410) 687-0980 and email 
address info@zionuccmd.com are being monitored 
remotely and all mail is received and processed daily. 

If you require pastoral services, please call the church 
office at (410) 687-0980 and press #2. You may also 
send an email to pastor@zionuccmd.com. Tim Dalgo will 
respond and arrange for one of our local, on-call pastors 
to contact you. 

http://www.zionuccmd.com/
mailto:info@zionuccmd.com
mailto:pastor@zionuccmd.com

